
 
 

 

 

 

 

United States Environmental Protection Agency
Region V 

POLLUTION REPORT 

Date: Sunday, March 25, 2007 

From: Mark Durno, OSC 

To: D. Chung, U.S. EPA HQ B. Bolen, USEPA R5 

J. El-Zein, USEPA R5 L. Nachowicz, USEPA R5 

R. Karl, USEPA R5 A. Marouf, USEPA R5 

Duty Officer, NRC C. Ropski, U.S. EPA ERB 

D. Oyinsan, MDEQ P. Burkett, Oakland Co. Sheriff 

G. Spencer, Addison Twp Fire 

Subject:  Initial 
Addison Twp Mercury Spill 
557 Rochester Road, Leonard, MI  

POLREP No.: 1 Site #: 
Reporting Period: 3/23/2007 - 3/24/2007 D.O. #: 
Start Date: 3/23/2007 Response Authority: CERCLA 
Mob Date: 3/24/2007 Response Type: Emergency 
Completion Date: NPL Status: 
CERCLIS ID #: Incident Category: Removal Action 
RCRIS ID #: Contract # 

Site Description

Site Background: 
 
On March 23, 2007, a mercury spill was discovered at a storage facility (Stor Your Stuf) located at 
557 Rochester Road, Leonard, Oakland County, Michigan.  The spill was substantial and was 
spread over the majority of the roadways around the storage lockers.  The spill also entered a storm 
drain on site.  Initial estimates were that approximately 1 quart of mercury was released.  Mercury 
is a hazardous substance that can cause nervous system, liver, and kidney damage in humans.  
 
Addison Twp. Fire and Oakland County (HAZMAT Sheriff, Health Department) initially 
responded.  At 1410 hours, U.S. EPA was notified via National Response Center.  U.S. EPA 
contacted Addison Twp. Fire for an incident briefing.  The Fire Chief reported the following: 
 
The facility's owner hired a contractor (Young's Environmental) to conduct emergency cleanup 
actions.  The visible spill areas, including the visibly impacted storm drain would be cleaned using 
a mercury vacuum and mercury vapor suppressant solution.  Health Department and Sheriff 
personnel would search approximately 250 storage lockers to attempt to determine the source of 
the mercury spill.  Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) was reported to be en 
route to conduct cleanup oversight and provide regulatory guidance.   
 
At 2030 hours, Addison Twp. Fire and Oakland County HAZMAT contacted U.S. EPA and 
formally requested support.  MDEQ did not respond to the spill and there were concerns for 
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potential off-site environmental impacts. 

Current Activities

Current Situation: 
 
The uncontrolled mercury cleanup is complete.  Minor cleanup activities remain to be 
completed.  U.S. EPA is planning additional environmental assessment activities at the site for the 
week of March 26, 2007. 
 
Site Activities to Date: 
 
At 0530 hours on March 24, 2007, a U.S. EPA On-Scene Coordinator (OSC) responded to the 
spill.  At 1000 hours, a briefing was conducted at the Addison Twp fire station.  The action plan for 
the day was for Young’s Environmental to continue mercury cleanup efforts (all gross 
contamination had been cleaned up the previous evening).  U.S. EPA would provide mercury vapor 
analyzer support to assist the cleanup.  Oakland County Sheriff, Addison Twp Fire, and U.S. EPA 
would continue the storage locker investigation.  Fifty-nine lockers still required access.  U.S. EPA 
would develop an assessment plan to determine if any off-site locations were impacted by the 
mercury spill. 
 
At 1050 hours, all responders arrived at the site.  At 1115 hours, U.S. EPA began methodically 
screening the entire site with a Lumex RA-915 mercury vapor analyzer (MVA).  Monitoring 
results indicated that all known spill areas required more intensive cleanup and that an additional 
area of residual contamination, just east of the entry gate, would require cleanup.  Lastly, the entire 
east-west line of the storm drain would need to be cleaned out.  During this time, Addison Twp. 
Fire personnel were cutting locks off of 59 remaining storage lockers that required assessment. 
 
At 1245 hours, the U.S. EPA and Oakland County Sheriff began screening storage 
lockers.  Mercury vapor results were all below one microgram per cubic meter except for two 
lockers.  One locker had slightly elevated readings in the ambient air (up to 1.5 ug/m3); however, 
no apparent source was present.  The locker adjacent had MVA readings as high as 2.5 ug/m3 in 
the ambient air.  MVA readings on the floor ranged from 5 – 63 ug/m3 and small mercury beads 
were present.  Also, a large plastic container (approx 16-20 fluid ounces) was present.  This locker 
was also adjacent to one of the original large spill areas. 
 
Young’s Environmental continued cleanup actions until approximately 2000 hours.  Action 
included removal of visible elemental mercury, vacuuming impacted areas, applying vapor 
suppressant solution to affected areas, sealing driveway cracks, and putting asphalt sealant over 
areas that were decontaminated.  The storm sewer line was cleaned out and all debris removed and 
contained.  Young’s also removed and secured the bulk mercury container from the source storage 
locker.  Young’s will return to the site on March 26, 2007 to finish sealing activity.  

Planned Removal Actions

Seal areas that were decontaminated. 
 
Decontaminate source locker (minor contamination). 

Next Steps

Conduct assessment of drainage ditch and surrounding soils. 
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* The above accounting of expenditures is an estimate based on figures known to the OSC at the 
time this report was written. The OSC does not necessarily receive specific figures on final 
payments made to any contractor(s). Other financial data which the OSC must rely upon may not 
be entirely up-to-date. The cost accounting provided in this report does not necessarily represent an 
exact monetary figure which the government may include in any claim for cost recovery.  

 

www.epaosc.net/AddisonTwpMercury 

Coordinate with Oakland County Heath regarding residential well concerns. 

Key Issues

The source locker will not be decontaminated until all law enforcement activities are 
completed.  U.S. EPA’s Criminal Investigative Division has been notified and will coordinate with 
the Oakland County Sheriff to determine if a criminal case should be pursued.  

Estimated Costs *

 Budgeted
Total To 
Date Remaining % Remaining

Extramural Costs  

Intramural Costs  

 

Total Site Costs $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 0.00%
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